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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
MONTFORT PLAYS SOLO
CHARLESTON, IL--When Monty Montfort plays trumpet--people
listen.

That was especially true Sunday (September lOth) when

the Eastern Illinois University senior played solo before a
sell-out crowd of 65,000 fans at Chicago's Soldier Field.
Montfort, a 1986 graduate of Franklin County High and the
son of Artist Montfort Jr. and Nancy B. Montfort of Frankfort,
Kentucky, played as part of the Eastern band's show during
halftime of the Bear's home opening game against the Cincinnati
Bengals.
-more-
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This is the sixth straight year the marching Panthers have
provided the entertainment for Bears fans, and the fourth year
for Montfort, a senior and music education major at Eastern, to
step onto Soldier Field.
However, this year was a little different, as Montfort's
trumpet was the only thing heard, as he led the band in playing
the pop ballad,

'Since I Fell For You•.

"I still get butterflies when I play, but I try not to
think about it," said Montfort.

"I just try to think that it's

just another part in the music.

But when I walk up there, and

look at all those people looking at you, it gives you a special
feeling."
"Our students really get excited about playing in front of
this many people.

It's become a tradition for us to play the

first game, and it gets us going to prepare a top notch show
early in the year," said Eastern Illinois University's band
director, Tom Brawner.
"I go over the music again and again in my head right
before the show," Montfort said.

"But once I begin playing, I

sort of put my mind on auto-pilot to get me through."
Brawner was also Montfort's instructor and band director
at Franklin County High School in Frankfort, Kentucky.

"He's

been my trumpet teacher for 11 years now, so we're pretty
close," said Montfort.
here (to Eastern).

"He's definitely why I decided to come

He's an excellent teacher as well as a

great band director."
-more-
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Brawner said the feeling is mutual, "He's a very special
student.

He's probably the best trumpet player I've ever had."
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